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Basic Skills in Realizing Easy-to-understand English Instruction

Miura Takashi

This paper aims at describing the basic skills in teaching English in junior and senior
high school in Japan. Particularly, the emphasis is placed on the skills in providing
classroom instruction that is considerate and easy for students to understand. Such a
directory will be a very useful guide for those college students who are training to be
English teachers in the future.

Because of space limitation, this paper focuses on four areas of primary importance
that

constitute the teaching skills, namely, text comprehension activities, reading the text
aloud, teaching grammar, and team teaching with native-speaker assistant teachers.

As to text comprehension activities, various ways to help students understand the
text will be presented, and the advantages and disadvantages of native language
translation will be discussed. The next section, reading the text aloud, will discuss the
importance of helping students become able to read the text aloud. The section on feaching
grammar will explain how deductive and inductive approaches should be combined for

teaching English grammar. The last section will describe how a Japanese English teacher
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and a native English assistant teacher can cooperate successfully in team teaching.

15

(1) 1
()

(3)Warm-up

(4)

()

(6)

(7)

(8)ALT

9)
10)
11)

[ERN
N
~

RN
w
=

14)Classroom English

(
(
(
(
(
(
(15)

4)(G)(6)
ALT

©)



eeccisn, pseatan

schema

13 3 32

whistle, science, peasant

pp.191-208

10

summary

teswlih,

70



13 3 32 pp.191-208

)

@)

)

©)

@)

)
©)

(4)

)

( Sunshine English Course 2, Program 11 )
Ever since he was a boy, Lorenz has studied animals.
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"He thought that perhaps the baby geese didn't know their mother."

He thought that perhaps the baby geese didn't know their mother.

N e e e

He/ thought/ that perhaps/ the baby geese/ didn't know/ their mother.

Vo | | ' .

/ / / / /

LE 2

( ) There was an old shrine in a village. One day a storm came and washed the shrine away.
The next day people looked for the shrine. But they only found a big hole. People looked into the hole. It was
deep and dark. Someone called into it, “Hello? Can anyone hear me?”

No echo came back.
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T:
Sl:
T
S2:
T: The storm washed away the shrine away.
S3:
T: They found a big hole.
S4: ~

T: That's right!
S5:

S6:
T: Good.
S6: No echo came back.

T: Very good. Thank you.

1)

A shellfish, despite the name, is not a fish. In the minds of many restaurant customers, it is just
another word for seafood. Some will say that the only kind of fish they like is shellfish. While their
mistake is understandable, since both live in the water, shellfish are not really fish. A fish has a
backbone; a shellfish doesn't. A shellfish is a water animal with a shell, for example a crustacean or
a mollusk. Crustaceans are animals with a hard shell, jointed body, appendages, and gills. Lobsters,
crabs and shrimps are three examples. Mollusks have soft bodies with no segments, but with,
usually, a hard shell. Snails, clams, oysters, and mussels are mollusks. So are slugs, octopuses, and
squids, even though they don't have shells. (Paragraphs That Communicates )
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(2)

George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, two of America's greatest presidents, were very

different from one another. Washington was from a wealthy family, but Lincoln's family was poor.

While Washington had a career as a military man, Lincoln was a lawyer. Washington retired

from the Presidency after his second term and died peacefully at his estate. In contrast, Lincoln

was assassinated after his election to a second term.
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English Course 2, Lesson 9
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(4) Q&A (questions and answers)

Q&A

There was an old shrine in a
village. One day a storm came and
washed the shrine away.

The next day people looked for
the shrine. But they only found a
big hole. People looked into the
hole. It was deep and dark.
Someone called into it, “Hello?
Can anyone hear me?”

No echo came back.

(New Horizon English Course 3,

Reading Plus 3)

T: One day a very bad thing happened in the village. What happened? Something

came to the village. What came to the village?

S1: Astorm.

T: Yes, a storm came to the village. Was it a big storm or a small storm?
S2: A big storm.
T: Yes, a very big one. Look at the rain. Look at the water. It washed away

something. What did it wash away?

S3:77?

T: Okay. The storm washed away---the school, the house, or the shrine?

S3: The shrine.
T: Very good, yes. The storm washed away the shrine. So, the villagers looked for

the shrine. Did they find the shrine?

S4: No.
T: No, they didn't. The shrine was gone. What did the villagers find? What is this

black thing? A big hole, a big stone, or a big pond?
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Yes-No questions
Alternate questions AorBorC? ( )
Wh-questions
Wh-questions Yes-No questions
Wh-questions Alternate questions -

Yes-No questions

( )

Mr. Clarke, a high school teacher, is calling Ms. Brown, one of his student's parent.
Mr. Clarke: Hello. May | speak to Ms. Brown, please?
Cleaning lady: I'm sorry she's out now. Do you want to leave a message?
Mr. Clarke: Yes, please. | am Mr. Clarke, Jackey's teacher. Jackey had a big fight with one of her
classmates last week and broke her arm. She has been absent from school since then. |
want to talk to her parent as soon as possible. My office phone is 869-2253-1313.
Cleaning lady: Okay. I will give her your message.

Ms. Brown
Dear Ms. Brown,
Mr. Clarke, Jackey's has just called you. He wants to to you.
injured her classmate last week and has not attended _ since then. Mr. Clarke's
is 869-2253-1313. Please him as soon as you can.

()
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backward build-up
"they had a lot of problems"

"problems" - "of problems" - "lot of problems" - "a lot of problems"

-"had a lot of problems" - "they had a lot of problems"

2
[ ]"they had a lot of problems” [ ]"they had a lot of problems”- [ ]"they
had a lot of problems™

d look up
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(13)
(Ken (Tom )
Ken: How do American students go to school? Ken:
Tom: Tom: Most students go to school by bus.
Look at the school buses.
Ken: Are they all yellow? Ken:
Tom: Tom: Yes. They pick up students near their houses,
v Ken: Oh, good for them. Ken:
Tom: Tom: Not really.
Many schools are far from their houses.
(New Crown English Series New Edition 1, Lesson 9 )
(14)
1 1
1

Mr. and Mrs. Greenwood took Jesse/ to their house./ They were kind/ and
Jesse had a warm place to sleep./ But Jesse was not happy./ New Crown English Series
New Edition 3, p.17
A ( B)
Greenwood Jesse Mr. and Mrs. Greenwood took Jesse
to their house.
They were kind

Jesse and Jesse had a warm place to sleep

il
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Jesse But Jesse was not happy

24

key sentence
Sunshine English Course 2, Program 11

(6)Ms.Yamada is our English teacher.

She became a teacher in 1980. — , She has taught English since 1980.

key sentence
( ) key sentence
Lorenz | has studied | animals |since 1920.
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV 1920

learner
(1)1 was born in Shizuoka in 1987. —> !lhavelived in Shizuokasince 1987.
(2)I became a member of Girl Scout in 1993.— 1 | have been a member of Girl Scout since 1993. E
(3)1 started Judo in 1996. — ' | have practiced Judo since 1996. i
(@)1 used computer for the first time in 1998.— | | have used computer since 1998. i
(5)1 started English lessons in 1999. — 1 | have studied English since 1999. i
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(Dsince 1999.
| have studied English <
(@since | entered junior high
school.
A
I
have + (1) since =
(has) (2) since + =

25 Cindy

Ichiro: Cindy, please marry me. | loved you when | was 15, when | was 16, when | was 17, when | was 18,

when | was 19, when | was 20, when | was 21, when | was 22, when | was 23, when | was 24 and
now when | am 25.

Cindy: So you have loved me since you were 15.
Ichiro: Yes, that's right!

( )
1. We have here since 1940. (live)
( )
1. How long ( ) you ( ) English?
i) 4
i) 1
No.1

"Have you ever been to ---?"

No.2 "Have you ever seen ---?"
"Have you ever eaten ---?" No.4

No.3
"Have you ever read ---?"
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iv) "yes" "no"

Hello, everyone. My name is Reiko. My question is " Have you ever seen a koala?" | asked this
guestion to 15 classmates. Six answered "yes", and nine answered "no". That's all. Thank you
very much.

ALT
ALT Assistant Language Teacher
JET Program

ALT 1
1
ALT
(1)JTE (Japanese Teacher of English) ALT
ALT JTE
(2)ALT
©)
ALT
(4JITE ALT JTE
ALT
(5)ALT first-hand knowledge
(6)
ALT
1 :
JTE ALT small talk

()
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JTE: Good morning, Bill. How are you?

ALT: Fine, thank you. How are you?

JTE: I'm fine, too. Thank you. Bill, did you watch the volleyball games on TV last
night?

ALT: You mean the women's game between Japan and Italy?

JTE: Yes.

ALT: Of course 1 did. I cheered for the Japan team.

Bill
"I cheered for the Japan team."

2)
summarizing
JTE summarize ALT parrot
(clarifying questions)
JTE: Let’s review our last class. We studied Jane'’s letter.
ALT: In your last class you studied Jane’s letter.
JTE: Right.
ALT: What did Jane write to Kumi?
JTE. She thanked Kumi for her birthday present.
ALT: Uh huh. Speaking of letters, | am interested in Japanese-style letters.
JTE: Oh, are you?
ALT: We usually start letters with “Dear ...”. How do Japanese people start letters?
JTE: We usually start letters with “Haiker’.

ALT: I see.
JTE ALT
JTE
ALT Say True or False, , dictation
3 introduction
JTE ALT

Sunshine English Course 2 Program 7 1

JTE: Oh, you have a video, Michael.
ALT: Yes, | have a piece of news in it.
JTE: Is it good news or bad news?
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ALT: It’s bad news about West India. People and animals are dying.

(ALT turns on the Video, and pauses at the scene of the desert.)
JTE: It is a desert.
ALT: Yes, a desert. There's no water, no plant. But listen. There were plenty of
water and big forests here 10 years ago.
JTE: Excuse ime, but what does “forest” mean?
ALT: (drawing a picture of a forest) You have trees all over. It is a forest.
How do you say “forest” in Japanese?
JTE: Let’s ask students. How do you say “forest” in Japanese?
Student: “Mori.”
ALT: Oh, thank you very much. | have one more question. How do you say .

‘desert” in Japanese? .
Student: “Sabaku.”

10 years ago, but now there is only sabaku. .

JTE. The desert is becoming bigger and bigger. The desert is spreading.
We must stop it.

ALT: The forest is becoming smaller and smaller. We must save it.

JTE.: How can we save our forests? We will find an answer in Program 7.

dying, desert, forest, becoming, spreading, save

BS
BBC

(4)
ALT
ALT

14

JTE JTE
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ALT

(1) Say True or False
Many of our forests are dying. (true/ false)

(2) Choose correct answers
(a) dying.
The desert is now (b) spreading.
(c) losing.
(d) nothing.

(3) Answer in English
1. Are many forests becoming deserts now?
2. The desert is now spreading fast. Do we have to stop it?

communicative

ALT ALT
ALT
ALT
ALT 2.2
(2)(3)(4)(B)(7)(@8) ALT
ALT ALT

(directions) ALT

JTE
ALT
1)
JTE team teaching plan ALT

seat map
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Team teaching plan

Date:

Class (grade, number of students):

Materials :

Aim

Procedure
2 ALT  evaluation

ALT
3)
JTE
ALT
ALT
ALT ALT
ALT
ALT
4
, S. 1995.
. 1995. One World English Course 2. p.66
. 1999. Sunshine English Course 2.
2000. New Crown English Series New Edition 1.
1993.

Jinbo, H. and R. B. Murto. 1996. Paragraphs That Communicate. Macmillan. p.66



